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SUBJECT: SOVIET "LEAN" IN PRC LEADERSHIP 

1. IF A SOVIET "LEAN" WITHIN ELEMENTS OF THE PRC LEADERSHIP 

IS DEFINED AS FAVORING A MORE BALANCED RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
THE UNITED STATES AND THE SOVIET UNION, WE WOULD ESTIMATE 
THAT SUCH A "LEAN" PROBABLY EXISTS. CURRENT IDEOLOGICAL 
CAMPAIGNS, PARTICULARLY THE SHUI HU CAMPAIGN, OFFER AMPLE 
EVIDENCE OF LEADERSHIP CONCERN OVER THE POSSIBILITY OF 
REVISIONISM AND CAPITULATIONISM ARISING IN THE POST-MAO/CHOU 
PERIOD. IN HIS CONVERSATION WITH US SEPTEMBER 18 (HK1 1045) 

FEI YI-MIN WAS EXPLICIT IN STATING THAT THE SHUI HU CAMPAIGN 
WAS DIRECTED AT THOSE WHO MIGHT CAPITULATE TO THE SOVIETS 
AT SOME POINT IN THE FUTURE, AND HE SAID WITH SOME EMOTION 
THAT CHINA DID NOT FEAR A MILITARY ATTACK BY THE USSR, BUT 
DID FEAR SUBVERSION BY THE SOVIET REVISIONISTS. 

2. THE QUESTION IS WHERE TO LOOK WITHIN THE LEADERSHIP 
STRUCTURE FOR CURRENT SOVIET LEANING ELEMENTS AND TO 
DETERMINE THEIR STRENGTH WITHIN THE HIERARCHY. IN 1974 
WE REPORTED (HK 1 1893) THAT HAN SU-YIN, FOLLOWING A 
VISIT TO THE PRC, HAD MENTIONED CONCERN IN CHINA OVER 
PRO-SOVIET ELEMENTS WITHIN THE MILITARY, AND WE ALSO 
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FEEL THAT THE PLA IS THE MOST LIKELY GROUP TO EXAMINE 
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FOR MOSCOW LEANING TENDENCIES. 

3. ANDERSON AND SIMON WILL MEET NEXT WEEK IN MANILA 
WITH SOLOMON. AND WE WILL BE GATHERING WHAT MATERIAL WE 
HAVE TO SEE IF A DETAILED STUDY FROM HERE WOULD MAKE A 
USEFUL CONTRIBUTION. WILL REPORT FURTHER NEXT WEEK. 
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